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TO: Chairman Shirkey and Members of the House Michigan Competitive
Committee

FROM: K.P. Pelleran, State Director w
DATE: May 21, 2013

SUBJECT: Extending Medicaid coverage to the working poor a crime prevention
tool.

Please find attached a letter from 52 law enforcement leaders of Fight Crime: Invest in
Kids sent to each state legislator on April 16 asking that Michigan extend Medicaid to
those working poor from 100 to 133 percent of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL).
Besides health care, this would allow them and their children to have access to mental
and behavioral health services. With adequate treatment, we could reduce the
number of mentally ill who are now filling our jails.

Please also find attached a copy of Fight Crime's recent report, “Cut Violence, Cut
Prison Costs.” Four of our members (Prosecutor Brian Mackie, Sheriff Paul Bailey,
Prosecutor Stuart Dunnings, and Sheriff Dean Roesler) released the report at a press
conference at the State Capitol on April 30. The report focuses on Medicaid and the
crime prevention benefits of extending it to the working poor and to their children. If
you have not read the report I urge you to do so. An electronic link to the report is
at: http:/ /www.fightcrime.org/wp-content/uploads/FCIK-MI-Medicaid-Report.pdf

Again, the extension of benefits is recommended to the working poor. These are folks
trying to lift themselves out of poverty, many of whom have only a minimum-wage
job. At 133 percent of FPL, a 2-person family (mother and child in many cases) makes
up to $20,628 annually. Offering the helping hand to the working poor would also
minimize the numbers of those who come before the courts for child abuse or neglect.

Not only is extending Medicaid no cost to the state at present, but, it is more humane
to offer the working poor access to medical care. In the long run, it also saves us a
great deal of taxpayer money that we now spend on corrections for juveniles and
adults.
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Honorable John Moolenaar -
Michigan Senate

State Capitol

Lansing, M] 48909

April 16, 2013

Dear Senator Moolenaar:

and violence.
Increasing Parent Coverage Also Increases Chances of Their Children’s Coverage

Research reveals that parents without insurance are three times more likel;' to have
uninsured children. In Michigan, almost 250,000 poor wornen will become eligible for

Parent Coverage Can Help Reduce Child Abuse and Neglect and Later Crime

Parents enrolled in Medicaid can receive mental and behavioral health treatment. including
treatment for substance abuse disorders. This can help to reduce child abuse or neglect and
related fatalities. One-third to two-thirds of child abuse or neglect cases involve a parent
with a substance abuse problem. Parental substance abuse is associated with the most scvere
child maltreatment outcomes, including placement in foster care and fatalities. In many
cases, parental substance abuse js associated with mental illness and mothers’ depression
has also been linked to child abuse and neglect. There were more than 33,000 confirmed
cases of child abuse or neglect in Michigan in 201 1, and 75 children died as a result. Among
survivors of child abuse and neglect, the scars can have lasting effects; in one research
study, being abused or neglected almost doubled the odds that a child would commit a crime

POLICE CHIEFS, SHERIFFS, PROSECUTORS, OTHER LAW ENFORCEMENY LEADERS, AND VIDLENCE SURVIVORS PREVENTING CRIME AND VIOLENCE
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